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the same breath it asserts, and denies, that moral reckoning
is an affair of quantity alone. If we hold fast by the assump-
tion, then we abolish Mill's distinction and reabsorb his
' quality' back again into c quantity.' If there is no calculus
of kinds uniform with that of degrees, which each of us may
apply for himself, how are we ever to set a minus of quality
against a plus of quantity ? The difficulty is not overcome
by referring us to * a man who knows,' to settle the question
for us. Even if we are content to treat him as our Pope on
the question of quality\ the other half of the reckoning has
to be made by our own consciousness, for we alone can tell
what the quantity of the proposed pleasure will be to us;
and unfortunately the terms of the Papal answer and of our
own will not combine; and our equation has an unknown
term too much.

This incommensurability of Mill's new element with the
old follows irresistibly from the language of his exposition
If there are several species of the genus c Pleasure,' each of
them is distinguished from all the rest by some quality of
its own ; and from the genus by the addition of this quality
to the bare pleasurableness. The differentia, therefore,
which constitutes the kind is not pleasurableness^ but some-
thing else, over and above the hedonistic base. And as
each kind has for its differentia a property which is repeated
in no other, ' quality' changes from kind to kind, and is no
common element pervading all and expressible throughout
in terms of the same predicable. But when we speak of
one thing as more this or less that than another, we talk
nonsense, unless ' this' or ' that' belong to both, as an attri-
bute susceptible of degrees. In order, therefore, that Mill's
' kinds' should be some higher, some lower, their differentiae
must all be comprised in some common predicate, which can-
not fail to be producible m the positive degree: something
not only over and above the generic essence of pleasur-
ableness, but also beyond the specific differences, and carry-
ing up their heterogeneous characteristics to an including
quantitative attribute which marshals them on a graduated